
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

Tigh Grian brings 
ultra-efficient 
volumetric housing 
unit to CIH Scotland 
Edinburgh, UK, March 3rd, 2015: The future of sustainable housing is 
coming to the CIH Scotland Annual Housing Conference & Exhibition 
(March 10th-12th, 2015, at the SECC in Glasgow), where a full-scale 
volumetric housing unit will demonstrate how thousands of people 
can live a more affordable and energy-efficient lifestyle. 
Tigh Grian Ltd.'s volumetric house is one of the most 
sustainable, cost-effective designs on the market. The 
company's work centres on developing quality housing for 
mainstream dwellings, hostels and other shorter-stay 
accommodations that are both energy-efficient and quick to 
erect. 
 
Built to Scottish Gold Standard specifications, the volumetric 
unit comprises a single-bed apartment of 4.9m x 11.4m. 
These units can be combined forming houses of up to four 
bedrooms and can be assembled into buildings of as high as 
four storeys into detached, semi-detached and terraced 



configurations, or as apartment blocks. 
  
Each unit is built, serviced and finished ready for occupation - 
complete with insulation and uPVC windows - before leaving 
the factory. The units are then transported by lorry to be laid 
on pre-prepared foundations.  
  
The units are heated using a 'whole of house' heat recovery 
ventilation system with wall-mounted electric panel heaters, 
while there is the option to replace the tiled roof with a 
photovoltaic roof. 
 
The overall reduction in construction costs and the early 
delivery of houses for occupation, together with assured and 
consistent internal quality, makes for an extremely efficient 
use of development finance and earlier achievement of the 
revenue stream. 
  
Gordon Campbell, Director, Tigh Grian Ltd., commented: "The 
Conference is an ideal place to launch the Tigh Grian Gold 
Standard house, given the imminence of our first development 
in Scotland and the perfect synergy we have with the 
affordable housing sector in particular. The event will rightly 
focus on the main issues of supply, cost containment (capital 
and life cycle) and the alleviation of fuel poverty – objectives 
Tigh Grian shares and demonstrates in its design. 
 
"While there is a clear issue in relation to housing supply, it is 
also clear we have issues relating to the type of housing we 
provide, and how we go about it. Tigh Grian has brought all of 
these dynamics together with a design that can be adapted 
across all tenure types." 
 
This interactive exhibit at CIH Scotland will allow visitors to 
explore the interior of one of these energy-efficient, cost-
effective and factory-finished units, giving an accurate feel for 
what life in a Scottish Gold Standard House is really like. 
  



The volumetric house is built to the Scottish Building 
Standards Gold Level, commissioned by Tigh Grian Ltd. for 
Link and Paragon Housing Associations, designed by Machin 
Dunn & MacFarlane, Architects, and manufactured by Swift 
Manufacturing Solutions Ltd. 
  
About Tigh Grian 
Gaelic for House of the Sun, Tigh Grian's mission is to reduce 
fuel poverty and maintenance costs for the affordable 
housing sector in Scotland and in England. Building airtight 
and well-insulated factory-finished SIP buildings that 
significantly reduce home energy and maintenance costs, 
achieving net zero carbon emissions, is at the centre of Tigh 
Grian's work, without compromising on comfort or design 
flexibility while also reducing any unnecessary waste. 
enquiries@tighgrian.co.uk 
www.tighgrian.co.uk  
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